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Chapter 1 by chuck 

At 13 billion miles from the center of our solar system the voyager 1 spacecraft is hauling its 
1,592 pound frame into interstellar space at a rate just past 38 miles per second. Scientists at 
JPL have been tracking and monitoring the spacecraft for over 38 years with eleven 
instruments, six of which are disabled or defective. The original intended timeline of the mission 
was five years, however due to improvements in the on-board computer code allowed the 
mission to be stretched for many more years than initially intended. In all the years of 
monitoring and analyzing data from billions of miles away the scientists had gathered massive 
amounts of invaluable data about our solar system, but nothing could prepare them for what 
the most recently received data the on-board instruments were about to send back home. 
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